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A little knowledge that acts is worth infinitely more than much knowledge that is idle.

Kahlil Gibran (1883 - 1931) Lebanese-American Poet Philosopher & Artist
Why this seminar?

·   CARDI has been strategically positioned to identify and establish ageing research priorities; to build greater collaboration and co-operation; to stimulate and communicate strategic research issues to raise the profile of ageing research that is relevant and informs policy and practice in Ireland.

·   Evidence suggests that opportunities for researchers and policy makers to meet are limited. The development of a shared understanding needs to be progressed if ageing research is to influence and shape policy and practice.
·   Researchers are able to play a key role in informing and shaping public policy by providing advice to Government and by conducting research that can be used to directly inform policy. This process ensures that policy making is both informed and evidenced based.
·    CARDI’s approach is to co-ordinate strategic age research which is interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral. Research groups focusing on common themes and addressing them from different  disciplinary perspectives can significantly enhance the quality of life for older people. 
Aims and objectives of the seminar

The aims and objectives of the seminar will be:
· To discuss the challenges and issues in ageing policy and research fields;

· To explore what policy makers want from researchers;

· To explore what researchers can provide for policy makers; and

· To reflect on challenges and opportunities for all island working. 

Key themes include:

· How to foster closer engagement with researchers and policy makers;

· How to understand the policy process and research cycles; and 
· How to contribute to better outcomes for older people.
Evidence-based policy and the need for quality research

The ability of research to influence policy and vice versa is important for both Governments to realise the visions and goals they have set for older people:
“To ensure that age related policies and practices create an enabling environment, which offers everyone the opportunity to make informed choices so that they may pursue healthy, active and positive ageing.” (Ageing in an Inclusive Society, Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister, 2005)
“The parties to this agreement share a vision of an Ireland which provides the supports, where necessary, to enable older people to maintain their health and well-being, as well as to live active and full lives, in an independent way in their own homes and communities for as long as possible.” (Towards 2016: Ten-Year Framework Partnership Agreement 2006-2015, Department of the Taoiseach)
CARDI’s observations:  

· Ageing research is relatively new on the policy and research agenda;
· There is a significant level of activity by a small but growing number of researchers; 
· Research has traditionally been dispersed and fragmented with little integration or co-ordination; 
· There are only a few examples of cross-sectoral or interdisciplinary research co-
· operation in Ireland, North or South; 

· There are untapped relevant resources, both public and private; and  
· Policy impact is limited.
Concluding statements:

· Sustainability and enhancement of the research base in ageing, linked to the public policy framework, North and South, is vital to realize the potential to enhance the cultural, economic, political and social development of older people on the island of Ireland. 

· Research must be accessible and relevant to the current and future needs of older people to enable policy makers to design and develop services that maximize the potential of an ageing population.

· In addition to maximizing the potential of older people, targeted research can contribute to the skills resource within the island thereby contributing to the knowledge economy and increasing the economic capability of the island.

· Evidence based policy making is a central theme in both jurisdictions and requires policy makers to be forward thinking; outward looking and innovative and flexible in designing their services
. Good quality research is a vital component in this equation. To increase the uptake of research by policy makers, research needs to be timely, the evidence presented needs to be clear, relevant and methodologically sound. 

� For further information on evidence based policy making see Nutley, S., Davis, H., and Walter, I., (2002) Evidence Based Policy and Practice: Cross Sector Lessons From the UK; Policy Link, OFMDFM: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/improving-public-services/policylink.htm"�http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/improving-public-services/policylink.htm�; or the Policy Hub, Government Social Research Unit: http://www.nationalschool.gov.uk/policyhub/about/





