End of Life and Dementia Seminar 

Speakers Profiles
Professor Astrid Norberg:  is Emeritus Professor, Department of Nursing Umea University in Sweden.  She has also been an adjunct Professor of Nursing at the Institute of Clinical Medicine Tromso University in Norway and at Skondal University.  She is a world leader in Caregiving Research in Psychogeriatrics and in 2005 received the award for distinguished service to the field of Psychogeriatrics from the International Psychogeriatric Association.  Her main research interests centre around work which promotes self-identity in people with dementia and on stress experienced by health care professionals.  She has recently been working with the Swedish Council on Technology Assessment in Health Care and with the National Swedish Board of Health and Welfare establishing guidelines for the care of people with dementia.  

Dr Max Watson:  is a Consultant Palliative Care Physician attached to the Northern Ireland Hospice and the University of Ulster. He has published widely on end of life topics and palliative care and has authored the Oxford Handbook of Palliative Care.  He is a Series Editor for the Oxford Specialist Handbooks in End fo Life Care including the forthcoming volume of Dementia Care (2010) .  He is a member of the National Cancer Research Institute’s Supportive and Palliative 

Care Division 

Angela Edgehill:   is a Research/Project Assistant with the Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF) and was part of the IHF’s and HSE’s joint Project Team on the Extending Access to Palliative Care to other illness groups.  This report – “Palliative Care for All:  Integrating Palliative Care into Disease Management Frameworks was published in December 2008.    Her current role includes dissemination and awareness of the issues raised in this report.   Her future work will involve assisting in the implementation of the recommendations of this report.  
Lesley Jones

Lesley Jones is an advanced nurse practitioners in dementia care and has over 20 years nursing experience in the field of mental health, twelve years of which have been in later life mental health. Within this specialty Lesley has worked in a number of roles ranging from staff nurse, sister, research and practice development nurse and clinical leader. Lesley holds an MA Gerontology and an MSc in Advanced Practice. Specific interests include life story, end of life care in dementia and working with people with advanced dementia and complex needs. 

Gillian Drummond

Gillian Drummond is a Nurse manager and Matron with more than 20 years nursing experience in mental health the majority of which has been spent within later life mental heath services. Within this specialty Gillian has undertaken a variety of roles, these have included, included staff nurse, day hospital manager, practice development nurse and practice educator. Gillian holds a BSc (Hons) in psychosocial interventions and a PGCE. Gillian’s specific interests include palliative care in dementia, enhancing and improving the patient carer experience and driving forward the dignity challenge.      

Dr Mary Cosgrave:  is a Consultant in the Psychiatry of Old Age  and is currently attached to Beaumount Hospital and St Itas in Portrane and to community services in Dublin North.  She has a specialist interest in Palliative care and Dementia  and has been involved in several recent initiatives in this area including the Hospice Friendly Hospitals Project, the Extending Access project (IHF and HSE) and the Alzheimer’s Europe Palliative Care and Dementia group.  Dr Cosgrave has sinces its inception been  a member to the Advisory Board of the Dementia Services Information and Development’s Centre

Dr Regina MC Quillan:  is a Palliative Medicine Consultant and Medical Director of the St Francis Hospice in Raheny Dublin. She has two broad areas of interest which are relevant specifically to this conference; developing the palliative care approach in elderly care and dementia care settings and ethics.  She has  undertaken research in palliative care and dementia; and also obtained a grant to develop an end of life quality initiative in three public nursing homes in north Dublin.  She is Chair of the Clinical Ethics Forum in Beaumont Hospital and is  on research ethics committees.  She has also co-written position papers for the Irish Association of Palliative Care on ethical matters. 

