Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland
Collaborative Research Programme
Call 3 – pre-submission support
Invitation of Proposals on Ageing Research (PAR8)
Background

The Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI) delivers a Collaborative Ageing Research Programme. It aims to advance ageing research in Ireland, North and South, by supporting and enabling cross-border and interdisciplinary research collaboration on ageing and older people; stimulating research activity on the needs of older people within a policy and practice context in Ireland; and increasing the capacity of the ageing research community in Ireland.

Call 3 – New Aspects
Call 3 will focus our resources on research that concentrates on the priority issues relating to ageing and older people in Ireland.

Funding of up to €100,000 will be available for individual research projects. It is CARDI’s intention to disburse approximately €300,000. 
In Call 3, applicants are required to send in a short proposal (PAR8 form) before final submission; we are offering to give feedback to applicants to develop their proposals further before consideration by the Grants Panel. 
It is essential that you study the terms of reference for Call 3 before submitting either the PAR8 or the full submission. See www.cardi.ie/grantprogramme 
What is PAR8?

CARDI is inviting Proposals on Ageing Research (PAR8) for Call 3 of its research grants programme. We would like to hear from you very briefly about the research you may be able to carry out that meets priority needs in ageing research in Ireland. As emphasised in the terms of reference, applicants will be expected to give specific evidence that their proposal meets priorities for policy and practice. 
There are a number of documents about priority research needs that you may wish to consult on the CARDI website (see http://www.cardi.ie/grantprogramme).
At this stage we do not require full applications. The short form has only eight questions.
Completed PAR8 forms should take careful account of the funding criteria but do not need to explain in detail how the application will meet them. Final applications will be required to do this, so all prospective researchers should study carefully the criteria set out in the terms of reference. In summary they are: 
1. Quality of the application. 

2. Extent and depth of cross-border and inter-disciplinary links. 

3. Relevance to policy and/or practice affecting older people. 

4. Opportunities arising out of the project. 

5. Involvement/engagement of older people. 

6. A cross-sectoral approach. 

7. Building research capacity by involving new researchers. 
Pre-submission Support
We found that in earlier calls some of the proposals were of high research quality but were not fully developed across the criteria eg all-Ireland or interdisciplinary links or partnerships with other sectors.  

This new procedure is designed to ensure that full submissions meet all the criteria before they are assessed by the Grants Panel.
It is not the intention to give specialist advice on the academic areas covered but to promote understanding of what CARDI expects from applications.
This pre-submission support could be to suggest changes in aims and objectives or methodology that we believe may strengthen the proposal or to propose additional partners who might be able to contribute to the project.  

It must be emphasised that there is no guarantee that any particular proposal will be funded, even if CARDI staff have made comments about it. Decisions about funding will be made by the Grants Panel.

Proposals that were made to CARDI in Calls 1 and 2 but did not gain funding may be submitted provided they have been revised and meet the criteria.  

Focus of Call 3
Our main focus in Call 3 is to support research that concentrates on the priority issues relating to ageing and older people in Ireland.

It will be important for researchers to give us specific evidence about how this proposal meets an important and identified need (eg by referring to recent strategic plans or policy initiatives) and its expected impact on policy, better services or products for older people.
Process and Timescale
Completed PAR8 forms must be sent in by 12.00 hours (noon) on Wednesday 7 April 2010. However, receipt before this date will make the pre-submission support as meaningful and timely as possible for both CARDI and applicants.
Those selected for pre-submission support will receive feedback as soon as possible and, in any event, by Wednesday 21 April. 

Full applications should be submitted by Monday 24 May at 12.00 (noon). It is important that these proposals take account of the full criteria. 
For more information please contact Paul Mc Gill, Strategic Research Officer, by email at paul@cardi.ie.
