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Dear Sir: Madam
Re: A Commissioner for Older People in Northern Ireland
The Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI) welcomes the opportunity to comment on ‘A Commissioner for Older People in Northern Ireland: A Strong Independent Voice for Older People.’ CARDI’s comments relate to the United Nations Principles for Older People, General Powers and North/South, East/West working.  
CARDI has been established to provide a mechanism for greater collaboration among age researchers, for wider dissemination of ageing research information and to advance a research agenda relevant to the needs of older people in Ireland (North and South). Operating at a strategic level and in an advisory capacity, CARDI promotes research co-operation across sectors and disciplines and concentrates on influencing the strategic direction of research into older people and ageing in Ireland. 

CARDI has been strategically positioned around the following four areas:

· Identifying and establishing ageing research priorities relevant to policy and practice in Ireland (North and South);

· Promoting greater collaboration and co-operation on ageing research in order to build an ageing research community in Ireland (North and South);

· Stimulating research in priority areas that can inform policy and practice relating to ageing and older people in Ireland (North and South);

· Communicating strategic research issues on ageing to raise the profile of ageing research in Ireland (North and South) and its role in informing policy and practice.

We welcome the provision in Chapter 10, General Powers of the Commissioner, paragraph 10.2, in relation to the power to undertake or commission research. It is widely acknowledged that high quality research enhances strategic planning and service delivery. It is of equal importance to the policy maker, the practitioner and the user of the service. CARDI recommends that in the first instance, a research strategy and prioritised framework is developed to inform and direct the work of the Commissioner.  It is important that sufficient resources are allocated to this task. 
CARDI welcomes the commitment to the Older People’s Commissioner having regard to the United Nations Principles for Older People. It is important that this commitment extends to having regard to those United Nations Principles when determining the work programme of the Office of the Commissioner. 

The work of the North South Ministerial Council in relation to the six areas of co-operation, specifically health and transport; and the British Irish Council work on demography, are opportunities for the Office of the Commissioner to work in partnership to advance and strengthen ageing issues, by linking into established frameworks.
In conclusion CARDI commends the establishment of a Commissioner for Older People in Northern Ireland, as we consider that the appointment of the Commissioner has the potential to refocus and prioritise ageing issues across society and research as a central role to play in this instance. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any further information or clarification.

Yours sincerely

Dr Roger O’Sullivan

Director

