Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI)

Collaborative Ageing Research Grants Programme

Learning from Call 2

Call 2 of CARDI’s Collaborative Ageing Research Grants Programme closed on 2 October 2009. This short article makes some general comments on the characteristics of applications which were and were not successful.

Overall successful applicants appear to have taken greater account of the advice offered by CARDI in Call 1: sharing the learning to explain how the research or network proposal met the criteria in a clear and concise manner. This is essential for all funding programmes and an important skill to develop. 
The applications that were funded scored well on all criteria and secured higher marks on some of them, especially the three criteria: overall quality, extent of cross-border and interdisciplinary work and relevance to policy and practice.

Ineligible applicants

Applications that were neither cross border nor inter-disciplinary were ineligible. It should be noted that the grants programme is about collaboration and partnership and it is not possible for a single applicant to carry out research covering different disciplines in both jurisdictions even if they have expertise in more than one discipline and are familiar with both parts of the island.

Eligible applicants

The grants panel considered the eligible applications according to the criteria which were explained in some detail in the terms of reference. In summary these were:

1. Quality of the application
2. Extent and depth of cross-border and interdisciplinary links.
3. Relevance to policy and/or practice affecting older people.
4. Opportunities arising out of the project
5. Involvement/engagement of older people
6. A cross-sectoral approach
7. Building research capacity by involving new researchers.
The most important factor for being successful was overall quality of an application, which covers rigour, originality and significance; adding to the body of knowledge in ageing research; clear aims and objectives; sound methodology; feasibility and clear deliverables. The projects that were funded all scored well on this criterion.

The criterion which distinguished most between successful and unsuccessful applications was the extent and value of cross-border and interdisciplinary links. This was followed by ‘relevance to policy and/or practice’ ie the extent to which the project can show it is likely to improve the lives of older people. There was a consistent gap between the projects that were funded and those that were not on the four other criteria. Unsuccessful applications that were often very strong on one criterion would have benefited from paying equal attention to all the criteria.

Conclusion

In Call 2 successful applicants took greater account of the criteria that had been set out. 

Many conversations were initiated as a result of Call 1 and Call 2 of the CARDI grants programme. The terms of reference for Call 3 are being reviewed and there is now an opportunity for researchers to broaden and deepen these new links and to develop applications for Call 3. 
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