Call 1 grant applications – sharing the learning

CARDI was pleased to see a large level of interest in Call 1 of its grants programme. This short article makes some general comments on those applications which were not successful.

Cross-border and interdisciplinary

A focus on cross-border and interdisciplinary was at the core of Call 1. Applicants were to bring together different disciplines across the Island of Ireland in a way that brings new perspectives to issues affecting our ageing population.

Overall quality

The grants panel made its decision based on the application submitted and therefore clarity and cogency of the completed form were essential for success. Brevity was also welcome. Among other things, good applications:  

· had clear and relevant aims and objectives;

· matched interesting and relevant ideas with a robust methodology;

· added to existing knowledge or looked at an issue from a new angle not previously explored;

· offered good value for money and were explicit about the deliverables of the project.

Specific Criteria

Applicants who were funded studied the criteria set out in the terms of reference (see panel), built research proposals around them and explained how they met these criteria. This is essential for all funding programmes and an important skill to develop. Here are specific comments on some of the criteria.

Involving older people

In Call 1 the grants panel looked for a clear outline of how older people would be engaged in the research being proposed.

Cross-sectoral 

In Call 1 the grants panel looked for applications that were cross-sectoral in the sense of bringing together different sectors e.g. the academic, voluntary and community (or non-profit), private and public sectors.  
Relevance to policy/practice affecting older people

Applications that were successful in Call 1 explained how the researchers might use the findings to influence policy or improve services relevant to older people.
Building the research community

Successful applications showed evidence of involving new researchers or creating the conditions to involve them.

Conclusion

Many conversations were initiated as a result of Call 1 of the CARDI grants programme. There is now an opportunity for researchers to broaden and deepen these new links and to develop more considered applications for Call 2. 

Panel
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Criteria for Call 1


Quality of the application


Relevance to one or more of the priority themes


Relevance to policy/practice affecting older people


Feasibility of the study within timescale and budget


Opportunities arising out of the research


Involvement/engagement of older people


Cross-sectoral (public, private, not-for-profit)


Build research capacity, involve new researchers








