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As we age as a society, we seem to be less and less good at conceptualising what it means to age well.  Instead of a truly person-centred holistic approach, we medicalise the normal signs of ageing and treat individuals as if they are a 'problem' consisting of discrete illnesses.  What might it look like if we thought quite differently about old age and older people, and what might it look like if we really planned for our own older age?

In this lecture, Julia Neuberger will draw on her recent contributions to two challenging new books: ‘What does it mean to be old?’ in Unequal Ageing: The Untold Story of Exclusion in Old Age (Policy Press, eds Paul Cann and Malcolm Dean), and ‘Unkind, risk averse and untrusting: if this is today's society, can we change it?’ in Contemporary Social Evils (Policy Press).
Baroness Neuberger DBE was educated at Newnham College, Cambridge and Leo Baeck College, London.  She became a rabbi in 1977, and served the South London Liberal Synagogue for 12 years.  She was at Harvard Medical School in 1991-92, Chairman of Camden & Islington Community Health Services NHS Trust during 1993-97, and then Chief Executive of the King’s Fund until 2004.  She has been a member of the Committee on Standards in Public Life, the Medical Research Council and the General Medical Council, a Trustee of the Runnymede Trust and the Imperial War Museum (until 2006).  She was also a Trustee of the British Council, a Trustee of Jewish Care and of the Booker Prize Foundation, and a founding trustee of the Walter and Liesel Schwab Charitable Trust, in memory of her parents, and of New Philanthropy Capital.  Until recently she chaired the independent Commission on the Future of Volunteering, is President of Liberal Judaism, and was the Prime Minister’s Champion for Volunteering during 2007-09.  She is now chair of the Responsible Gambling Strategy Board and also Chairs the One Housing Group.  She has recently been appointed by the Lord Chancellor as Chair of an Advisory Panel on Judicial Diversity.  She is the author of several books on Judaism, women, healthcare ethics and on caring for dying people. Her latest book is Not Dead Yet – A Manifesto for Old Age (Harper Collins 2008).  She was created a Life Peer in June 2004 (Liberal Democrat) and was Bloomberg Professor of Divinity at Harvard University for the Spring Semester 2006.  In her spare time she likes swimming, gardening, family life, opera and Irish life.
Refreshments from 5:00pm in the Faculty Room, School of Medicine

The lecture is free but places may be limited.  Please confirm your attendance as early as possible by contacting Helen Mason, email: h.c.mason@sheffield.ac.uk, Tel: (0114) 2266849

